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OpenAsset Case Study

About Derwent London
Derwent London is a design-

led award-winning property
company with a reputation

for high quality contemporary
architecture and innovative
refurbishment. It has a combined
portfolio of over 5.8million sq ft,
of which the majority is located
in central London.

The board’s strategy is to add
value to buildings and sites
through creative planning, good
design and enterprising lease
management.

Derwent London won the RIBA
Client of the Year 2007 Award.

“With the help of Axomic, getting

images into OpenAsset happened
really quickly. Their support

was excellent and they were
really good to work with. We’re
very pleased with the results.”
(Susannah Woodgate,

Marketing Manager)
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Derwent London

Image Management for

Property Developers

Property Developers have never
relied on images more than now.
Derwent London plc is a leading
property development company
based in London. High quality
images are key tools used to promote
the business. The marketing
department use images to produce
brochures, presentations, web pages,
and other promotional materials.

“For us, high quality images are very
much part of what we want to
promote. We specialise in design
excellence and need good quality
photography, so having them well
organised is absolutely key”
(Susannah Woodgate, Marketing
Manager). The company decided
that a robust image library was
needed to protect digital assets
and improve organisation.

Image management presents many
challenges and Derwent London plc

-~ were finding it hard to stay on top.

" With more and more project images
being taken people were struggling
to find the files they needed. Even
when the images were found the
problems didn’t stop. Image
re-sizing was taking up a lot of time.
Several times a week requests were
made for images from architects,

clients and other external parties.
The company didn’t always want to
send them high res originals. With
the images stored in a directory
system the marketing department
were spending more and more time
managing images, clearly a solution
was required.

OpenAsset — The solution
OpenAsset from Axomic was
designed with clients in the property
and construction sector in mind.
With simple project based searching
tools and export features OpenAsset
was selected as the ideal solution.
“We work with many of the
companies who use OpenAsset so
as a property development company
we felt very comfortable choosing a
system so well established in the
construction industry.”

(Susannah Woodgate)

Populating a new system is

often perceived to be a time
consuming exercise that ties up
internal resources. However,
Axomic welcomed this responsibility
and seamlessly handled the data
migration of 10,000 images that
were stored on a separate server.
They were catalogued by project
number and date order so could
easily be transferred into
OpenAsset.
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“Being able to search for images
and create Albums is really useful.
You can work with all your images
and know that the original is not

being altered or duplicated. It
saves a lot of time and hassle.”
(Susannah Woodgate,
Marketing Manager)

OpenAsset clients:

3DReid, Adams Kara Taylor, AHMM,

Allies & Morrison, Architects co Partnership,
Assael, Austin-Smith:Lord, Baily Garner LLP,
Benoy, Brock Carmichael, Buschow Henley,
Calfordseaden, Cameron Taylor, Campbell Reith,
Caruso St John, Conran & Partners,

Cooper Cromar, Cundall, Dane Housing,

David Chipperfield Architects, Denton Corker
Marshall Group, Derwent London plc,
Devereux Architects, DLA Design Group,
Douglas Wallace, DP6, DSDHA,

Duffy Mitchel O’Donoghue, Dyer,

Ellis Williams Architects, Erick van Egeraat
Associated Architects, ESA,

Feilden Clegg Bradley, Fletcher Priest Architects,
Foster + Partners, Gardner Stewart, Gifford,
Gillespies LLP, Glenn Howells Architects,
GMW Architects, Grant Associates,

Greenhill Jenner, Gustafson Porter,

Hamilton Architects, Haskoll, Hawkins Brown,
Henry J Lyons & Partners, HKR Architects,
HLM Architects, Hopkins Architects,

Jestico & Whiles, John McAslan & Partners,
John Thompson & Partners, Kraaijvanger Urbis,
LCE Architects, Levitt Bernstein,

Maber Associates, Max Fordham, MBLA,
Mitchell Associates, Nicholas Hare Architects,
Page Park, Panter Hudspith Architects,

Patel Taylor, Penoyre & Prasad,

Portsmouth University, Price & Myers,

RP Architects, RSSA, Rybka, Rydon,

Scott Brownrigg, Sidell Gibson, Smith Scott
Mullan, Space Syntax, Speirs & Major, Stephen
Davy Peter Smith Architects, Tate & Hindle Design,
TP Bennett, VHP Architects, Watkins Gray
International, West 8, Wilkinson Eyre,YRM

Wwww.axomic.com
sales@axomic.com
+44 (0)870 850 0435

56 Compton Street
London EC1V OET

Benefits

Everyone has taken to OpenAsset
very easily. The system has
improved the process of creating
better marketing materials.
Brochures and presentations can be
quickly produced as OpenAsset
automatically re-sizes images and
inserts them into documents such
as PowerPoint and Word.
OpenAsset has also improved the
speed in which they can import
images into other software
packages such as Adobe
Photoshop and InDesign.

The AssetBar tool means

images can be directly linked into a
document simply by dragging and
dropping. Contact sheets can be
quickly created and when the
marketing team are asked for
reference or print quality images
they can instantly ZIP up a set of
images and send them to the
relevant person.

Another favourite feature of
OpenAsset is the ability to create
Albums. Each user can create a link
to a set of images and use or share
them within the system. “/ use
Albums a lot, what’s great is that you
always know the original is safe. You
can move images around and share
them with people knowing that the

original is safe and there’s no
duplication.” (Susannah Woodgate)

Professional Support

Derwent London have also been
impressed with the range of support
services available for OpenAsset.
Three people participated in an
intensive user training course.

“The product is very intuitive and
easy to use but it’s still important to
train key users.” Derwent London
took part in the annual user group
meeting where users from across
the property and construction
sectors meet to exchange ideas on
how best to use OpenAsset.

Support for the product is also very
professional. Upgrades are
managed and a friendly helpdesk
ensures user and technical issues
can be properly resolved.

Derwent London believes the
project has been a great success.
Image resources are crucial to the
company’s marketing strategy.
Users from across the company can
now find images much more quickly.
Once they’ve got what they want
OpenAsset allows them to spend
less time managing images and
more time creating powerful
marketing materials.




